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* w LK was . our "PK to have troubled the E 


World with the Hiſtory of our Caſe, if Mr. Pierce had 
not compell'd us thereto, by his Artificial Endeavours 
to make Men believe that he has had ID 
Fair Treatment, and (Cafe p. 7 ) by his —— 


"hol the World to defend it. 


The Cauſe of our Content ion is of a very high Nature, no . 


Z "Jeſs than rhe Do&rine of the Trinity in Unity, and of the 
{True * of the Lord Jeſias . as One God with the 


. Mr, Pierce cont! 4. p. 3.) This was the 
ane of his and Mr. Hallet's erg removed, becauſe they 
world not own, THE SON. G1 -GOD 70 BE ON 
GOD WITH. THE FATHER. + | 
Tis a plain Cafe, if He is not One God with the Father, 


ie muſt be another God, or no God: And if they will not 


own ChrifÞs True Divinity, We think it our ab ute Duty 


ot to own them for Chriſt's Miniſters, or Ours. This one 


*Paſſage alone, muſt with all good Chriſtians, confute his 
hole Bogk,.and anſwer every Obje&ion in 7 but, foraſ- 


much as his Paper only gives Account, of this Matter being. 
Dnce laid before them, our Deſign at preſent is to give a lit- 
e more Light into the ſeveral Keys antecedent to what is by, 
*Mr. Peirce related, and to — his Objections. 


25 


For a long Tract of Years have the Diiſenters of this c City 


Pooy'd great Unity in Judgment and Tranquility thefeby 3 
But tor = —— - have been Ald with Diſputes. 2 

about Points of ſo high a Nature, as have given great Grief 

and Dgeaſineſs to all good People, who could not bear to 


we ſuch great Articles of Doctrine as the Trinity, and 


i 4,4 of C ritts andthe Holy Gho#, deny'd, or even calbd 


and very. — Notions have been propaga 


5 80 virh that Earneſineſs, as i all the World moſt ta come in 


8 1 LY Vpan 


$4 r 


« v8 


Aar out of Mt. eee 


"na abou the Trinity, were toſs d about by Mr. Halles 

z with too much Fondueſs, If their Tutor had 
< uſed more ſerious Endeavours to withſtand them, or even 
© diffolv'd his Academy, (ax he ought to 
ting leſs would be 
; - And ſurely ſomething like t 


ap es ne Iu wy, Dun | 
Fee NS. two Years tho tek Dios 3 a 


did favor them, Mr. Peirce was ap b! three ot 

Friends, in a very reſpe&ful Way, only to deſire him, 
efert in the Path 

"2 ual Stop to any further Progreſs of th 
Diſputs, This Appl 


May 30. 1/1). af "th 
The Lerd Day after, he did 3 to mention kene 


| Texts of Scripture which aſſert the Godhead of Chrif?, bur 
ñntrod uced them with theſe Words, That we need not be ſhy 


zn giving him the Title, which we find the Scripture gives 


follow, 
This gave 


great Uneaſineſs. 


Soon after there appeared a great Warmth in ſome of Mr. 
Peireris intimate Friends, for what they call the lng. 


meaning by 1 That F was @ Being different 
2 e ter eo 9 


to have on theſe Notions, had à Certificate from Mr. 
Peirce, Mr. Hallet, &c. upon the Credit of which he was 
| Ordaned in another County, without renouncing Jus Er- 


rors, in which he'was very bold. + 3 
Mr. Henry Atkins 
3 
ers, 
3 And Mr. Peirce own'd, bet 
Tuch an A . in Preſence of two Mini 
Theſe Diſputes b this time increaſed much, and w 
1 Winks Leer der re e r ON 


gave out, 


ve done, it no- 
much Evil might have beew . 
his, would have been 


per hadert 
hePeople, particularly in_the, Houle of pe 
'mong t int e DI a Tayman, 
A hoPoard os of Mr. Hallet's Pupils, the Divmity of 

Cbrift᷑ was diſputed. Theſe Errors ſpreading more and more, 
and it being now rumour'd, That Three of our Miniftens 


——— 7 


the Deity of Chr; re) they nov M 
c 8 
on was made to Mr. Petree bout ] 


lum over and over, or in aſſerting that he was God : But 
then proceeded to Nate the new Notion of the Unity of the 
which was delivered too taft for the Writers to 
as to be able to produce the intire Paragraph.” 


aſſerting the Deit Chritin 
EQ eyed 
ch no more in 


he thete was. 
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began to boaſt of their Numbers, and of their Strength a» - 
nong the Miniſters, even. defying the Aſſembly to ka "Ha 
ance of it. And about Famuary following, it was 
high Time for the Citnens to make a Publick Affair 
of it: Accordingly the Conimittee of Thirteen, with ſeveral, 
_ other Citizens, met, and after conſulting together, deputed 
four of their Body to lay the State of the City before their 
1 Minifters, and to defire them, To preach in Defence of the 
Eternal Deity of Jeſus Chrift. Theſe Gentlemen were colds - 
1 by ſome of the Minifters, and with ſome Re- 
tment ; And in what Manner the Deity of Chrif? was de- 
fended in Purſuance hereof, the Citizens need not be told. 
It was September 1718 before the 4ſſembly of Miniſters 
took Cognizance of it, when, after ſome Debate, each Mi- 
niſter ſtood up, and made a ſolemn Profeſſion of his Faith 
in the Trinity; and it was the General Sence of the Ae. 
_ | Bly, That there is but One God; and that the Father, 
1 Word, aud Holy Is is that One God. This hath been 
cried out upon as a Teff, Impoſition, Inquiſition, &c. when 
there was no Tef? offered, but every one ſolemnly profeſſed 
his own Faith in what Words he pleaſed ; fo that all that 
Clamour was 9 Groundleſs, and there is no Duty in 
the World can be clearer than this, that when ſome Mini- 
ſters depart from the Faith, the Reſt ſhould agree in the 
1 Faith they thought it their Duty to the utmoſt of their 
| Power to defend : If this proved an Occaſion of making ſome 
Men ſuſpected, it was a Confequence of their own Error, 
not of the others Duty. But the Hiſtory of that Affair be- 
_ not to this Paper. After this Declaration of the 4/- 
ſembly of Miniſters, the City N 5 to be peſler d with Bla. 
ſphemous Pamphlets, aſſerting, That to affirm 4 Trinity of 
Perſons, was to deny the Unity of the Godhead *. That 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are Three Diſtin& Be. $3 
ings . That the Lord Chriſt was the Chief of all Subor- = 
dinate Power 1. That the Unity of the Godhead Was on ly 17 4 


in the Father {| ; diſputing away every Perfection of the 

Lord Feſws Chrift, as * Eternity, Inmenſity, Oumpo- | 

Pence, Onmiſcience, &c. ** And likewiſe queſtioning the 1 
Deity ot the Holy Obe And among other Things tellins . | 
us, That it was never yet proved that Jeſus Chrift had = 
* 8 9. 1 to the Diſſenters. „ "oP 
oc. Vind. p. 5. || Lett. to Diſſenters, p. 13. % Au. 


O's 


- _ 


* 


7 k - 


4 
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mana Soul, but that the Logos, or Word, may well be 
fippoſed to ſupply the Place of a Humane Soul . And that 
t was not neceſſary either to Faith or Salvation to believe 
the True Hence of Scripture 1. Theſe horrible Pamphlets 


Were * ſpread by the new Party, ſeveral of whom 
declared, The Holy Ghoſt was not G0 at all. And one 
of tdem in particular ſaid, That it was no Sin to ſay, that 
Jeſus Chriſt is a Creature. By whom theſe Pamphlets 
Eur VR WHIT. 75490 Iona 
In November 1718, the Committee of 13, ſeeing ſome of 
their Miniſtegs would not make what Staud they ought a- 
gainſt the ok. of thoſe pernicious Errors, thought it 
_ ntct{fary to come cloſer, and to defire of their Miniſters, To 
| Snow what they did believe about theſe Matters themſelves? | 
There ſore they intreated them to give them Satisfaction one | 
of theſe Three Ways, Either in the Words of the Firſt Ar- 
ticle of the Church of England; Or in the Words ef the 6th 
Anſwer in the Aſſemblies Catechiſm 3. Or as our, own, Aſ- 
_ ſembly had agreed September Before. But neither of the 
Miniſters, except one, would agree to either of theſe Pro- 
polals, ro ſatisty their Friends, or withſland ſuch growing 
Fils. Mr. Peirce then and there declared for the Subord:- . 
nation the Son, and ſaid to this Purpoſe, That he could 
nit ſion the Articles 2 Church of England if it mas 
nom to be done. And that the Aſſembly of Divines in their 
Catechiſm, went farther than they were warranted by the II 
Word of God. And when My. Peirce askt one preſent, to 
name one Text, where Father muſt be taken eſſential as 
comprehending the Three Divine Perſons? that of J. Cor. 
ß. 24. was alledged; and it was told Mr. Peirce, That ei- 
ther the Divine Nature of Chriſt muſt. here be included um- 
der the word Father, or he miſt make ſuch a God of Chriſt 
as after the Day of Judgment um? have uo Rule, Aut ho- 
rity, or Pawer, Mr. Peirce anſwered, He could not help þ 
it, if the Scripture made himſo. o 
And whereas it had been 8 the Cuſiom of our Congre- 
rations, frequently at the Cloſe of the P ſalm or Hymn to p, 
grre Glory to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as One God, By. 
abotit this time Mr. Peirce dire&s the Clerk what Pſalms he 
ffiauld fing; and prves poſitive Orders, That they ſing theſe 
without any Additions, Which when complained ot to Mr. 5e. 
Peirce, what he offered was to this Purpoſe, 9 
. ᷣ (c 0108Y 5 
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was not ſeriptural. 281 it were not agreeable ta tho 
tare to give Glory to God, Father, Son and Holy) 
Ghoſt, to whoſe Serv] len nie. Glory we are by: our Baptiſm - 
ſolemnly dedicared. ne it is as much Scriptural now as it; 
bath been this Five Year, during which time 15 permitted it 
Fa be f And though he tete nds o be ſo much tor Li- 
ND an Poder, yet would he not yield to this, though told 
— a on. Chg of the Naa Wa at their Meeting in No- 
vember laſt, That bis complying with this, together with the- 
teaching the Aſſembly Catechi iu, would go a great Way to. 
the Pau he City. We ſuppoſe, none will reckon this a. 
Teſt, though Mr. Peirce would not comply with it. 
And wnile he himſelf forbore to give Glory to the Holy 
Ghoſt,. he tax d another Maniſter tor doing 448 
And now the Citizens thought it high. — to. hiſt 8 
s : themſelves, and accoꝛdin ngly ſent to ſome Eminent Miniſters 
* [of London for Advice, whoſe Counſel 2 To call in ſome 
Neighbouring Miniſters, who could bett judgeof theſe Mat- 
[ters wpon the Place. The Citizens foll — their 4 
” (and called in Seven of their Neighbouring Miniſters; which 
Ir. Peirce is pleaſed to name as Men picks out for the Pur-| 
12 Theſe ſeven drew up their Opinion, and then con- 
ulted many Miniſters in ſeveral Counties on what they had 


drawn up, and having received the Approbation of a great 
* [Numberof Miniſters Both in London and the County. 
were called to meet a ſecond tune, which was the' 

ich f March, when they fat their Hands to their Advice, 


| er would ewn, and ſtand toy and! is as follows. | 
þ e in Dede, Rs. 4 
© ſufficient Foundation for the 3 es to withdrew? 
from the Communion of their Miniſters, ing ſuch Errors. 
II. That the Deny ying the True and Proper Divinity of 
| he Son of Goch viz, that He is One Ged with the Father, 
r an Error of that Nature, contrary to the Holy as Std 
- (4d the Common Faith of the Reformed Churches. 
HI. That when ſo dangerous an Error is mnduſtrioſl 
Propagated, to the overthrowing the Faith o man, Me 
ank it the Indiſpew/ible of Miniſters, ( who are ſet 
r the Defence * Goſpe ) hwy to wit hand it; 
"d to give Reaf ble Sele ec ion to the People of their 
Pe z in the Faith. . po we likewiſe recommend it to 
Fa 2 Duty, to hold faſt the Truth in Love, 4. 
* ger, Cloner, ond — and to * 


9 


agen wit all Sntertty and Mering, as becotnieth 
_ "The Miniſters direRted the Citizens to hg Te# at al” not 


Son of God was One God with the Father; Or, That they 

would ofſent to the f Article of the Church of England z 

Or, The 6th Anſwer of the Aſſemblies Catechiſm 3 Or, The 
t Min 


8 ſwer to hangs in water 10.4 ourage 8 Ex- 
rors, and quiet the of good People, by which they | 
might be ſatisfied in their Mimiſfers Soundneſs in ſo "ph 

Point, they reſolved to withdraw from. My. Peirce and 
Mr. Hallet abſolutely refuſed to anſwer, or give Satisfafti- 
of the Citizens with-drew'from them ſoon after. 


rows | 
Words, hath ſince ſeriouſſy aſſented to the iſt Arricle of the 


 appeal'd to all good People, by thoft that have no Defign 


once to lay before the Lovers of Truth this plain Narrative, 
Whether t 


* 
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fat up any Inquiſſtiom, as Mr. Peirce falſly and unjuſtly in 
ear TS ae 
elt, it Diſeret to the People what f 
The next Day the Committee of 13 met, when they defi- 
red Satisfaction from their Miniſters concerning their Belief 
of the true Deity of Jeſus Chrif?, offering to accept either 
of theſe four Ways of Trial as Satisfa&ory, Viz. That the 


y « 1 > a 2 * Fas = 
- oi. edt C ˙ͤ IF 5 EE 


; Theſe were plain Propoſals, and that Mittter that in fiich 
deplorable Circumſtances of the City would not give à plain 


- 


2 ; 2 e ; ng 2 2 
r So ke. Fd tru. 


on in either of the 4 propoſed Ways; upon which the Body 
Mr. Withers, who offered Satisfaction in Bp. Nie 


Church of Ehglarid; and is therefore received by his Hearers, 
This is the ſhort Hiſtory of that ſad Cafe, which As, 
Peirce hath given almoſt no Account of. It is now humbl 


the World-with Noiſe and Contention, but are willing for 
have not dealt fairly in this Matter? And ſhall 


* 
it 


N82 


— 
„ 


* 


3 IO 
ne pleads (p. 2) | His Unamimous Cally &c. And tu this 


we anſwer, That it is indeed the more fad, that a Man ſo U. 
nanimouſſy Call'd and fo Well Below'd ſhould unbappily 


fall inte. Errors, which we muſt forſake Father and Mother, 


and all the World; rather than with ' God-ſpeed unto. ; nor 
cau we account for Mr. Peirce's accepting our Call, when 


he now owns he brought, the!e Notions: with him, He faith, . 


The Controverſy 15 about explaining the Trinity. But it is 


not about explaining it, but explaining it away ; ſuch an 
explaining it as is indeed 4 Denial of a Trinity in the Unity 


of the Godhead. They change the Uſe of the Word Trinity 
to a Sence of their own, and fo deceive Plain People. 


tile farther pleads, that in the ra ſiug this Controverſy Mr. 


Hallet and He had not either of them the leaft Hand, and 
Goth endeaurured to ſtill it 


it made 4 Noiſe: The 


meaning is, they would have had this new Opinion ſpread 


ſaid dowuright, that z 


- 


_ ſaretly, and go on ſmoothly among Miniſters and People, 
uud no Body make a Couttoverſy of it; for, beſides what 


is ſaid before of My. Peirce's Proceedings and Declarations 
about this Matter, Mr. Hallet hath ſeveral times reported 
of Ar. Peirce, that He propagated theſe Notions here; and 
this was owing to him. 
And yet Mr. Helet himſelf hath ſince that ſpread their 
Infamous Books; Changed his own Dox2logy, both in Pray. 
et and Singing; and altered his Benediction from his uſual 
Form, particularly in that Article, the Communion of the 
Holy Ghoſt, leaving out the Word (Zod,' which he was wont 
always to make. uſe ofhefore, as far as can be remembred. 


And in his Sermons hath given mote Offence than any Man, 


what he hath offered in Favour of theſe uem Notions at 
everal times, by ſtrengthning the Hands of tle Enemies of 


conſtancy in his Converſation about the Matters of bis own. 
Fatth.- But, to give Inſtances of what has been done by 
theſe two Miniſters, in order to propagate ard ſtrengthen 
theſe Notions, is a Way of much more Clamour and Con- 
tention than the Bottom their Accuſation reſts upon, which 
1% That they have not, according to their bounden Duty, 


uſed their Endeavours to preach down and diſcourage thoſe 


daugerons Errors. Surely their Duty was to convince Gain- 

Des, as they are Men ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel. 

But, indeed, this plain Part of their Duty has been too much 

negleQted, and to tis Purpoſe there is no Need to bring Wit- 

nelles :. This was main Part * Work they were . 
x *h I 


LY. ; 
| | 1 9. 
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and by what we are Ioath to ſay; ſhowing much In- 
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to, an pad Wo; - 16 difend the Faith, but have not 
defended'it, but on the contrary 1 the Hands 
of the Adverfaries of Truth, and diſcouraged thoſe that 
bes have preacht down Error, and made a Stand a aint 

it. Mr. Feirce patticularly called it an inſiulting him m 
his om Pulpit, when an Elder Neighbouring Miniſter took | 
Occafion, at the Cloſe of his Sermon, to offer ſome Proofs . 
of Chrifs Deity, with great Meekneſs and Modeſty, with . 
out the leaſt Reflect ion on any man. 

They alledge, (p. 2.) That they have endeavoured to fro: 


the Noiſe, To w ich we anſwer: Preaching roundly and 


heartily againſt any Error, and openly avowing the fru 


Faith, were beft- and propereſt Methods to have __ 200 if 


the! had been ſo minded. | 
1 . Peirce (. 3) oh 7 challeng'4 nn thus n 
ene 7s there any fingl mrs lon thut any of 3/2 can 
charge me with uſp, vg n 


ferring to the foregoing: Biſtory, we think it no Merit: 


Nr. Peirceto avoid às much as poſhble the divulging theſe 
new Errors in the Fulpit, when 995 would: have made his 


Hearers deſert bim much Tooner than they did; and he as: 


do gteat a Maſtet at the Art of making Profclites, to thatik 


tms'was a Way to ſerve lis own Cauſe. ' Ti negleckt to 
do his Duty in Defenee of the Truth, againſt thoſe fat and 4 
fundamental Errors, which have corrupted&:{d many in this 


City, that is one main Thing we charge Mr. Peirce with: 


Not ſo much for reaching vp theſe N m_— as far moe: 
this: 99 WR, - ( 3 * 1 of 

__ Wiath C Is an In ur ftion, wi beſts 8 2 
pe 7 1 evidently 95 ofthe Ke planet Duties 

int e World; that Men ſhonld be open in confeffing _ 


Ful, when Great ind Neceſfary Reaſons call them to it. 


"Mr. Peirce pleads ferther, (. 2 That if when'the 57 15 
nifters were called in; ij on mg other Aale hud been muted: 
alſo, it mich! have Henle But hon can he with- 
any Modeſty urge this, when ene and Nn both know, 
that it hath been ſerioufly propoſed to em, in the Name 
ot ſeyeral of the 5 pe Þ 78, 10 bh to he One by ſolemm 
Conference, Vinck it was Farther prapoſed, That if any ev 
| Conſequences were appirbended likely to-arife from ſuch! 

Ciniferences, that every one ſhould ſubſcribe to keep all that 
Fe ſecret for a time: But neither My. Peivee nor Mw. Hats 


et wonld ever "give Conſent to ſuch: 3 2 
ther 


CLIX oy; "a of . * — — * * —— 8 - er - 
— — Ʒœ2AT⅛ꝗ men" Lamm, F — v —— ey * 


ug or Preaching; that 
| bath been diſagreeable fo the une, Sc Beſides re- 
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thers indeed was alway willing, but My. Hallet and M. 
firſt met, it was agreed, before they had concluded, that 3 
of their Number ſhould wait upon My. Peirce; who did ſoy 


and offering to talk upon the Cbntroverſy, he declined it 
And whereas My. Ferrce has complained, That be ſent to 


two of his Congregation particularly. to diſcourſe them 


Theſe Perſons ſolemnly declare, They have ſeveral times, 
| fnce theſe Notions were advanced, reaſoned with bim on 
| theſe Points, but could never have the leaſt Satiifaftion ; 

| and therefore 8 of any good Event of ſuch a Mee» 
ting; end for this Reaſon alone declined it. 
| - The 34 and 4th Pages are taken up with what is ſuid to 


have paſt between the Gentlemen and their Miniſters, after 


the Miniſters of the Country had left their General Rules 


Adyice with them the Day before. 'Hetfe. Mi. Peirce com- 


IH plains, They could not have a Hearing before they were diſ- 


ed; a Heating of their Faith againſl thoſe groſs Errors that 
were now filling City and Country: And what other Hearing 
would they have had that would not defend the true Faith, 
I nor diſcover their own. The Scripture ſaith, 4f a man come 
lunto you, and bring not with bim the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
we muff not receive him, II. John 10. 

IM.. Peirce further complains of Haſtz when the Conten- 
tion had now laſted near two Years, and the Peoples Endea- 


Mr. Peirce ſaith; He would not declare the Son of 
becauſe it was not offered in Scrifture Words. To which 


25: Mark 10. 32, 33. Here is no Limitation to any Words 


ubſcribe any Text in the Bible that they count Ser/pture ; 


Bible ſhall bring them off? And it is very remarkable, that 
hen Mr. Peirce made his Conftfſion in the Aſſembly, (which 
is unſatisfactaty to maſt that heard it) we are aſſuted be 
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Peirce never would. And fartherg-when: the 7 Miniſters 


' | miff, It was a Hearing the Gentlemen deſired, and expe&- 


vours to engage their Miniſters to wathſtand thoſe; Errors, 


had been repeated from May 30. 1717, to March WH; wy 
oe 
was One God: with the Father, becauſe it was a Teft, and 
we auſwer: The Scripture makes an open Confeſſion of our 
Faith. when called thereto, not only a plain, but ſunda- 
ental Duty, I. Pet. 3. 15, 16. Rom, J. 9, 10. L. Jahn + 
and Phraſes. Will not every Socinian, Arian, or Papiſt, 


und is there no Way to diſtinguiſn them, or keep our ſelves 
lear of them, if to ſay, I will ſubſcribe any Text in the 


ad not one Scripture Phraſe in it. And he himſelf, in à 
exmon preacht ſince the Difference aroſe, aa 
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mat tis perbaps unavoidable to talk of theſe things without 
»ſing other Words than thoſe of Scripture, e 
Not will theſe Mew ſcruple the Apaſtles Creed, for a cer- 
tain Reaſon, thoꝰ yet they own it is not made up of Scrip- 
„„ ED Oe oY SO Ne: 
This ſeems therefore ay a Deviſe, to cover a Faith that 
muſt not yet be declared. Chriſtian Religion is an open 
thing, and was never deſigned to be the fi.bje& ot Quibble 
and Artiſice; nor doth it allow us in any Ways, how Tpect- 
ous ſbever, to evade one of the plaineſt Duties in the World; 
that is, to be oper in the Confeſſion ot our Faith when cal- 
led thereto, Which is not barely to own that we Hive the 
_ Seripture,but what we are convincd of by thehcriptutes, and 
We firaded out of it, to believe in common with the Church 
And let us be ſuffered to ask Mr. Peirce, When he admits | 
a Perſon to the Lordi. Supper, or to have his Child Bapti- 
2ed, it he examines them about their Faith, and they anſwer | - 
like men in their wh Words and Phraſes, what they are con-. 
vinced of out of the Scriptures : Is this a Tef, or —_ 
on? Is this erecting an Inquiſition to rack their Conſciences| = 
worſe than any. in Spain or Portugal? And why ſhould] 
not Miniſters be, on proper Occaſions, as open with their| 
Hearers, as they expect their Hearers ſhould be with them, 
_ eſpecially while their Office is to guide and help others Faith 
which can badly be done by keeping their own to themſelves.| 
Pa. 5. Mr. Peirce inſiſts much upon it, that the Proprie-| 
toys of the Meeting- Houſe afted by themſelves, and did not 
call the People together. The ſame Obje&ion hath beenj} | 
made 1 the Committee of13 ; to both which tis anſweredei 
They did act by themſelves, and for themſelves, but they 
"knew, and were well aſſured, that thoſe that love th 
_ "Truth would be of their mind in the main. And ſure, *tway . 
no unreaſonable thing, to preſume on their Conſent, in 4 
Matter of ſuch Moment; or to ſuppoſe it to be no matt 
ok Doubt with them, whether they ſhould ſtand by the D 
Arine of the Trinity, or not; or whether they ſhould owy, / 
the Son of God to be One God with the Father; or whethe 
tdey ſhould ſtand by thoſe Miniſters that will not prof]. 
and defend the true Faith; or leave the Meeting-Houſes « 
pen to ſuch: the Committee therefore though acting iq 
themſelves, yet were fully per ſwaded, that the People wou 
cConcur with them herein; nor were they diſappointed 
their Hopes, for they have fince had their Brethren togethj 


in a great Body, who then declared themſelves fully ſatis- | 
| © fied in the Meaſures that have been taken for the Security of 1 
„ their Faith, and heartily Thank'd them for it. Ro” 4 
| Pa. 6. Mr. Peirce ſuggeſts, That he would have had thoſe . 
; that were Diſſatisfied to have withdrawn, and left the | 
t Place. i. e. He would have had at leaſt five Parts in fix to 4 
n Have gone out of a Houſe which was their own, and have 
je left it to thoſe who would have alter d their Faith and Man- 
i= ner of Worſbip. And we appeal to the whole World, whe. = 
| ther this beequitable? Or who are the People that ſhould 
1. | Have withdrawn, whether the Greater-Number, or the Leſs? i; 
e But Mr. Peirce wiſts, That this ſbould have been tryd by 1 
d 3 Vote : This, we acknowledge, would have been a Regu- 1 
ch =_ Way, and ſuch as we ſhould have choſen in an Ordinary 1 
8 e. | , | | 


But Mr. Peirce owns,. That the Proprietors us d, at other 
times, to leave the People to the Choice of their Miniſters ; 
and thereby did vertually own their Right of concurring in 
the Diſpoſal ot their Pulpits : therefore the: City will be- 
lieve, that the Proprietors acting Alone in this Aſtair, was, 

| Becauſe they thought the Doctrine ot the Trinity, and the 
Dieꝛty of Chriſt, were too great Matters to be offered to the 
Voote, or made the Subject ot Contention, 


We can't but complain of Mr. Peirce's Relation, of the 
 Comference he had with the 12 Gentlemen of the Commit- 
tdeee, as being a Miſrepreſentation of it, as will appear from 
1 the following Paper, under the Hands of 10 of the Gentle- 


4 4 : 
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2 whoſe Names are under. written, think our ſelue: 
I oblig'd, both for the Truths ſake, and in our own. 1 
Vindication, to make the following Declargtion, with re- 1 
4 


* 


6— bf 
© * 


ſpect to the Account Mr. Peirce hath given of his laſt Con. 
„ „% U LT NS ĩ Os 5 
In General then we ſay, the Conference is greatly miſ. | 
repreſented; for he bath omitted ſome Things that were of- 1 
1 fer'd, and were very material : As, particularly, that it x 
was propoſed, We would accept of the Miniſters Aſſeuting 9 
to the true and proper Deity of Chriſt, either in the Words | 
M the Prepoſition then before them, Or of the Firſt Article 
oe the Church of England, Or of the 6th Anſwer in the A. 
liemblies Catechiſin, Or of the Declaration of the Miniſters 


y '- effembled 3 1 


* 
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Feirce only mentions the firſt, and omits the other three. © 
II. He hath miſrepreſented even that which was ſaid, not 


relating it right, either as to the Manner or the Method in 
which tt was [poken And tho) this is not very material in 


et ſelf, yet it ſhews, the Conference is not naturally repre- 
fented, but artfully ſet out to ſerve a Deſign. n 


III. He hath repreſented ſeveral. Things d SPOKEN 


AT THIS CONFERENCE, which we are ſatisfied were 


nat mentioned there at all; as - particularly from theſe 


Words, pag. 4. line 13. But I had over and over declar'd, 


I would ſubſeribe no Religious Teſt at all, that were hot ex- 
pred in Seripture Words: that if they made it a Religious 
_ Teſt, that three and two make five, I would refuſe to ſub= 
ſcribe it; and 1 gave this as my Reaſon for my Stiſneſs, 


That J verily believed that the worſt Miſchief had heen done 
to the Church of God, by impoling unſcriptural Creeds or 


| Teſt upon men: And that now God had flirred up a noble 
Spirit in Men in whom we little expected it, to plead a- 


gainſt Impoſitions ; and therefore I could not in Conſcience 


tamely give up the Liberty they were ſo bravely defending. 


They laid then, they had my Anſwer. And thoſe ords in 
veral times declared, 


not do what you defire ; Is there any thing 1 can do beſide 


that will be of Service to the Peace of the Church? But had 


as lg, er ß RET $2 
IV. And whereas My. Peirce ſuggeſts, with reſpe to the 
flual Meſſage mentioned pa. 5. as if ſome of the Committee 


knew nothing of it. we certify, That it was put to the Vote, 
Whether we ſhould diſcourſe the Miniſters a ſecond time, 
and reſolved in the * And when they were canli - 


ting, who ſbould let t 


Minifters know it, and one offering 


10 doit, d, What ſhall 1 fay? It wes replied, What = 


you will. © Then he ſaid, I will tell them, If they have no 
more to ſay to us, we have no more to ſay to them. And 


|  whenyeturned, being 4d what had faid, he repeated the 
fame Words. And if this was not remembred by any then 
4 Preſent, it myſt be imputed to that Concern and — 


| . ——— M4 , . err, Toons ——_ — 
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Heinbled in our City in September 1718; whereas Mr. 


| that in caſe they could heal the 
Breach, and continue to hold Communion with one another, 
I ſhould be very glad to be Laid Aſide, if that would be a 
Means to make Peace; and that I continued of the ſame _ 
mind ſtill. And I faid to them, Gentlemen, you ſee I can- 
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they were in, when engaged in ſo melancholly a Work, th 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary for the Preſervation of Truth. | 


Tue Original Paper fign'd is lodg'd in the Hand oo 
Pa. 6. Hechargeth a Little Book; Jately publiſhyd, inti- , 
tuled, 4rius Detefted, with Weakneſs Yo data and ae 


faith, All Wiſe Men will deſpiſe it. He ſhould ſuffer Fools 
ladly, ſeeing he himſelf is Wite; (tis by ſuch Fools and. 
_ fooliſh Books we hope ſuch Wiſe Men as he ſhall be rebuk d. . 
And it he was not aware, that ſuch weak Books would do: | 
much Hurt to his Cauſe, there would have been no Need of Be 
his Cenſure, much leſs of one ſo unjuſt and unreaſonable... 
It ſeems evident how ee Mr. Peirce is of his own Cauſe, 
that he is {6 torward to flur what ever is wrote againſt it. «MY 
As to what he ſaith, Ot the Books charging them with m.. 
Ling Obi a Creature; this Charge is ſcarcely true, for. 
the Book only argues, that a Voluntary Production is a 
Cereature; but doth not aſſert, that theſe men afhrm Chriſt 5 
to be fo. The ouly thing the Book charges is, that Chriſt 
mut le really ſo upon their Principles. And whereas Mr. 
Peirce diſclaims for Himſelf and his Followers the Name of 
Arians, for this Reaſon, becauſe he diſowns the peculiar 
Opinion of A#iws; We ſay, that it is hard to know what the N 
| peculiar Opinion of Arius was; at it was for Arius himſelf 3 
to know his own, till his Scheme was ripen'd. We are ſure g 1 
| 
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the Opinions now going were the main Opinions of the A4. 
rians in the Arian Age, and what the Church of God have, 
in all Ages, accounted and called Arian Principles, No 


_ queſtion Mr. Baxter. is exact in his Account of their Princi- „ 
Ples, in his Book of Ceunsils, pa. 48. for where he gives us 1 
roy much of their Hiſtory, beſufe he would be caretulto 

Nate their principles Now, he ſays, the Artans in-. 
ciples were theſe, Ve are three Subſiſtances or Per. 4 
ſons, Father, Son, nud Holy Ghoſt; and that God did . 

From all. Eternity bepet his only Son, by whom he made = 
Time and all things. That this Perſon was a Volimtar | 


Produtticn of God, but of fuch a Nature, that he could not 
be changed. A perfect Creature of God, but not like any 
other Creature ; or rather an Offspring, or Son of God, 
then a Crrutuse. And that this Great Being ſerved in- 
flead of a-Sonl to 4 Humane Body. We think this Scheme, 
how horrible ſoever, is net fully fo bad as the Anſwer 5 
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